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Hi et or i cal Rs cord - 31   ar ch 191,1i  

{1) St,rengt h - Tot al 74 Off Ycere 3L,.8 Enl i at ed Men Tot al

Ground Echel on 1lF 2'r2  

  Air Tchelon 60 76    

22 Crews in sia flights  

{2) Stations in ETO
.

  AAF Station 358, Earls Colne 1-20  darch
. AAF St at i oa 164 , Great Dutmeotr 20- 21 Adar ah
AAF 3tation 358, Earls Colna 21-31 1 arch  

( 3) Znd Lt Aal a  rt h C. Re eae , S/ Sgt A].e,  E, Sundberg, Sgt e Ral ph R, Brown,
I

iD©nald R. Jacobs, sad Paul R, Scott, mfssing in action neer I3muidea,  
,

26 I arch 191, . S/Sgt Eulon C, Bell slightly in ured in parachute
  ump r ear Thet f ord, l l Niarch 191,1t . .

(4) awards snd Decoratione

! 1 DFC e CBpts SparkB, Rubin, lst Lts Barton, pPheat, VanAntwerp, GarzaJenka,  [errigan, Chriesman, S  an, Vaughan, Ambroee, Jerrel,Reed, Corbe l l , Adems , Johns oa , Beeme r , Czanni f f , Pri ce , Ff 0 Brc tnn,Sgt a' g eef er , 1 (az  el l , Broe cker , Beecher , Nus ser , Hot heel l , Pr i ar    Harri s , B. T, , Aam],ey , Kr aus , Kennedy , C©ggi ne , Pi PP  ,   P,   *e   A9p, Oveson, Duan, Sudbury, Reeves, and lydiille.
11,a2 Oak Leaf Cl ust ers t o t he Ai r Pdedal

Ai r tdedal s 3Z
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` 453  Bo r  Ar D  T Sr U  nB.oN (  )  

IiISTORI CAL RECORD F4A wKONTH ENDII G 3j,
N,  RCH]  

_

During the first eight days of L'.arch, 103 planes from thi e Squadron partici-

pated in eight misaions, dropping bombs on seven. These missiona were dir+ected

egainst enemy airdromes, marshalling yards, and "construction works" on the

"invasion coast" area.
On the mission of the 5th to a Noball target, the lst

Pathfinder Squadron Was used for the initial time, with poor results. The other

missiona in this period Rere succeasful, the marshalling yard at Amiens being

battered and airdromes at Rosieres and Soesterburg hard hit.

On tre 2nd of March M/Sgt George D
, Herrin  ras tranaferred to the Detachment

of Patients, 121st St,ation Hospital, prior to return to the Lr,S, Sgt Herrin has
.

been Armament Chief of the Squadron since its organization .
During the reoent

monthe his health hea veen very poor,

Five new armorers and several combat crew members Were assigned to the

Squadron on the 5th. Theae armorers bring the line sec  .ons of the Squadron up

t o f ti 7.1 s   r eng t h . Ne  combat per aonne l ar e Lt 8 Ree s e and g i e 2na, l s t pi l ot s ,
S/Sgt Sundberg and Sgts Jacob and Seott.

On the ?th M/Sgt Bradsha , the Squadron Inapector, having successftilly •

qualified, waa discharged as an enlisted man and sROrn in as a Warrant Officer,
(jg).

Mr. Bradshao was assigned to Headquartsrs, 323rd Bomb Group as C roup Technical

Inspector. Another member of the Squadron, lst Lt Gr y P . Coane,  raa transferred

to Group Headquarters on the 7th. Lt Coane, an administrat ive officer, took ov er

t he  dut i es of Group S- 1  .
A second mission utilizing the Pathfinder Squadron  ras run on the llth  rith

nine aircraft from this Squadron partiaipating. Poor rreather prevented the

completion of thd mi.sa
ion. S/Sgt Eulon C, Bell, on Capt Gohdes creR , bailed out

over Thetford, England, while passing through a heavy cl®ud Yormation.
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` On the 16th, Capt V,J, Adduci, Squadron   ginearing Officer, was transferred

to I% Bomber Command. Capt Adduci will join the Air Inspection Section.

l &arch 20th, in connection w3th mobility excercises being conducted throughout

Ninth Air Force, the Squadron moved to 5tation 164, and took over the living and

technical sites of the 553rd Bomb Squadron. The Squ,adron left 5tation 35g in eeveral

elements on the,morn
ing of the 20th and arrived at Great Dw  ow about noon. The

planes flew a practice mission from the £ield, landing at Great Durnonow. Normal

dutiea were performed at the new station until the following morning Rhen the

Squadron returned to Station 358. Duriag the evening of the 20th A Junkers g8

crashed on a hard etand occupied by a plane from the 553rd Squadron, destroyi.ng

both aircraft. The crea membera were either killed or captured.
 

On the 26th, planes from this Squa•dron participated in a raid against "F" boat

pens at I3muiden .
A so called "revenge" raid, where 10 montha previously, B-26's

in a low level attack suffered a aev ere defeat. Good resulte were obtained against

the target in epite of heavy accurate flak. A ahip piloted by Lt A.ees®, with S/Sgt

St n,dberg,
Sgts Brown, Jacobs and Scatt, went  own over the target. '

T o of the crews aent on Detached Service in February to Groups beginning

combat operations were returned to the Squadron on the 29th. Capt Sparks and Lt

Dderrfgan and arewe were re-assigned .

On the 29th promotions authorized by an increase in table of organiztions

• iacrease to 24 combat crews vrent into effect. This allowed for the pacomotloa oP

combat crew membera who wBre under ranked. 3 radio operators were promoted to T/Sgt,
11F Crunner s t o 3/ Sgt ,

w •,.+ta ;....    . l   --. --  .
WTLLIA ff E. TII  ONS,Captain, Air Corps,Acting Historical Officer.
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